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AGENDA
Time

Agenda

Welcome

08:30

Registration

I would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone attending our In-House Corporate
Counsel Forum this year. It is an honour for our firm to present an array of high profile
and distinguished speakers as we explore the challenges and nuances of being an inhouse counsel. I hope you will find the sessions informative and engaging.

09:00 –
09:10

Welcome and
introduction

Lilian Chiang
Senior Partner, Deacons

09:10 –
09:45

How politics is affecting
business in Asia - and
what to do about it?

Dane Chamorro, Senior Managing Director,
South-East Asia, Control Risks

09:45 –
10:45

How the Law is keeping
up with Technology Latest legal issues in
Cyberspace

We will discuss and exchange views on how
the laws in Hong Kong are evolving to keep up
with the latest technology - including Fintech,
online transactions, artificial intelligence, use
of big data, etc. and explore what issues inhouse counsel need to be thinking of in order
to manage legal risks posed by technological
advancement.

The legal landscape continues to evolve with regulatory changes, economic pressures,
technological advances and market sensitivities. Our speakers will explore these aspects
that have added complexities to the roles of in-house lawyers. From discussions on
cyberspace legal issues to managing litigation and investigations, our panels aim to
prompt dialogue among the in-house community.
Hong Kong remains a vital juncture within Asia where new ideas can blend with existing
ones to propel positive changes to our commercial and policy frameworks. This is why we
are so excited to have speakers with long tenures of international experience to provide
us with insights. For example, Gill Meller, the Legal and European Business Director of
MTR Corporation will give us her perspective on the changing role of in-house counsel,
and Dane Chamorro, the Southeast Asia Senior Managing Director of Control Risks will
give the keynote address on how politics is affecting business in Asia.
I sincerely hope you will enjoy today’s discussions and take the opportunity to mingle,
reconnect with old friends, and make new contacts. I look forward to meeting you during
the course of the day.
Warm regards,
Lilian Chiang
Senior Partner, Deacons
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Detail / Speakers

Machiuanna Chu, Partner, Deacons
Syren Johnstone, Director, Keel Consulting,
Principal Lecturer and Executive Director
LLM (Compliance & Regulation) Programme,
The University of Hong Kong, Member, SFC
Fintech Advisory Group.
Fiona Phillips, Associate General Counsel,
RBWM Lead Lawyer Asia Pacific, HSBC
David Swain, Senior Associate, Deacons
Stephen Kai-yi Wong, Privacy Commissioner
for Personal Data
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10:45 –
11:15

Coffee break

11:15 –
11:45

The end of "low and
simple" – Hong Kong tax
law on the era of BEPs

Hong Kong was once famed for its “low and
simple” system of taxation. Those days are
over. Tax structuring and compliance are
now more complex than ever due to the
expansion of the tax treaty network and
the globalisation of tax through multilateral
initiatives like BEPs. Further, Hong Kong
is under increasing competitive pressure
to meet economic diversification and
sustainable growth objectives, requiring
reform to both tax legislation and policy.
Stefano Mariani, Counsel, Deacons
John Timpany, Partner, Corporate Taxation,
Hong Kong, KPMG Tax Limited

11:45 –
12:30

The role of In-house
counsel in managing
litigation and
investigations

For most companies dealing with disputes,
the in-house counsel will be the first port of
call and are often expected to have a strong
understanding of litigation. The panellists
will share their experiences in this area
and discuss the challenges that arise out of
dealing with litigation.

13:00 –
14:15

Lunch

14:15 –
15:00

Risky business : Is your
company doing enough
to prevent harassment
and bullying in the
workplace

Cynthia Chung, Partner, Deacons
Fiona Nott, Chief Executive Officer - The
Women’s Foundation Limited
Peter Reading, Legal Counsel - Equal
Opportunities Commission, Hong Kong
15:00 –
15:45

The changing role of an
In-house Counsel

Richard Hudson, Partner, Deacons
Fiona Stewart, Head of Claims ARS, Aon Asia
Jonathan Witts, Head of Litigation & Legal
Investigations, Asia-Pacific, BNP Paribas
12:30 –
13:00

Hong Kong’s Apology
Ordinance – sorry, but
you need to know

Hong Kong has recently passed The Apology
Ordinance (Cap 631) (Ordinance), with the
apology legislation set to commence on
1 December 2017. Paul Kwan, Partner at
Deacons, will discuss the implication of the
Ordinance and highlight the areas that you
need to know.

Is your Company doing enough? This
interactive session will be on equality,
diversity, harassment and bullying in the
workplace. We will explore what companies
should do to prevent harassment and
bullying, why it is important, and how to
handle those difficult complaints.

With Deacons partner Jeremy Lam as
moderator, MTR Corporation’s Legal and
European Business Director Gill Meller will
discuss how the role and expectations of
General Counsel has evolved from a pure
legal responsibility to one spanning overall
business management and strategic planning.
She will also share on the successes and
challenges of her role, and elaborate on the
broader issues in-house counsel face today.
Jeremy Lam, Partner, Deacons
Gill Meller, Legal and European Business
Director, MTR Corporation

15:45 –
16:00

Closing remarks

16:00

Conference end

Annie Tsoi, Partner, Deacons.

Paul Kwan, Partner, Deacons
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Dane Chamorro
Senior Managing Director
South-East Asia, Control Risks

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Lilian Chiang
Senior Partner
Property, Deacons
Senior Partner of the firm and Head of the Property Department,
Lilian is a doyen of the real estate world in Hong Kong. She is
among the best-established and best-known names in the field,
with strong links to many of the major players and a track record
that includes many of the key real estate deals of the last decade.
Lilian is deeply experienced in all kinds of property related
transactions, including sale and purchase of commercial, residential
and industrial properties, tender and auction transactions, exchange
and partition of land arrangements and documentation, all types of
conveyancing matters, leases, tenancies, joint venture agreements
and all types of property related advice including stamp duty and
regulatory advice. She also advises on planning and zoning advice and
appeal.

Dane Chamorro is Senior Managing Director of Control Risks
South-East Asia and has more than 20 years’ experience in Asia.
Prior to his current role, Dane was Director of Global Risk Analysis
for the Asia Pacific region, where he was responsible for a team
conducting investment risk assessments; and Managing Director of
the company’s North Asia business, encompassing Greater China,
Korea and Mongolia.
Specialising in business intelligence, Dane regularly advises strategic
investors and private equity firms on political and partner risks,
corporate governance and high-profile business disputes.
Dane is a former US diplomatic officer and a frequent speaker
at international conferences on governance and political issues
focused on Asia.
Dane has a degree in international finance from Georgetown
University’s School of Foreign Service and completed graduate
research on comparative Asian political-economy and security
issues at the University of California.

She has considerable experience of residential and commercial
development project works including negotiations with the Hong
Kong Government on terms of the Land Grants, preparation of
Deeds of Mutual Covenants and Agreements of Assignments.
Lilian frequently counsels major banks in Hong Kong on numerous
land related security financing including all types of mortgages and
security documentation.
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Machiuanna Chu
Partner
Corporate Commercial, Deacons

Richard Hudson
Partner
Commercial Litigation, Deacons

Machiuanna specialises in cross-border M&As, private equity
and venture capital investments, joint ventures, and investment
structure and advisory.

Richard specialises in litigation and dispute resolution and has
extensive experience of a broad range of litigation matters,
including contentious insolvency, regulatory and investigatory
matters, contentious probate, employment, professional indemnity
and disciplinary matters, shareholders’ and partnership disputes
and major commercial cross-border litigation.

Machiuanna counsels companies in a diverse spectrum of
industries including energy and resources, asset management,
property development, and product manufacturing and
distribution. She also advises private equity and hedge funds on
joint ventures and corporate restructuring. Machiuanna regularly
advises clients on protection of shareholders’ interests, corporate
governance and structuring of multinational business operations.
Machiuanna also advises on foreign direct investment in the
PRC including investment structures, establishment of foreign
investment enterprises, labour issues, property issues, sino-foreign
fund management joint ventures, corporate restructuring and
investment exits in the PRC. She also counselled various property
developers on acquisition of land use rights in the PRC, project
development, and sale and purchase of property development and
hotel projects in the PRC.

Richard regularly advises office holders and creditors in relation
to all aspects of contentious personal and corporate insolvency
matters and companies and individuals in relation to criminal and
regulatory investigations and proceedings, disciplinary action and
internal investigations involving fraudulent employee conduct.
Richard has experience of investigations and proceedings brought
by the ICAC, the SFC (most notably investigations in relation to the
alleged mis-selling of minibonds), the FEHD, the HKICPA and the
Law Society of Hong Kong (most notably, acting as the intervention
agent for solicitors’ firms closed by the Law Society).
Richard also regularly advises clients in relation to the enforcement
of foreign gambling debts in Hong Kong and generally in relation to
the operation of Hong Kong laws relating to gambling.

Machiuanna is the Chief Representative of Deacons’ Guangzhou
Office since 2012.
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Cynthia Chung
Partner
Corporate Commercial, Deacons

Syren Johnstone
Director, Keel Consulting
Principal Lecturer and Executive Director LLM (Compliance &
Regulation) Programme, The University of Hong Kong, Member,
SFC Fintech Advisory Group

Cynthia is head of the Corporate Commercial group and also leads
the HR and Pensions practice. She has considerable experience
in all labour-related matters and obtaining employment visas for
expatriates and their families. She also advises on occupational
retirement schemes and the Mandatory Provident Fund (MPF).
Cynthia is also experienced in the setting up and advising on ongoing requirements of companies limited by guarantee e.g. private
clubs and non-profit organisations.

Mr Johnstone has worked for over 25 years in securities regulation
and corporate finance. He has undertaken senior management
roles regulated by the Securities and Futures Commission and The
Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited. In 2016 he co-authored
“Financial Markets in Hong Kong: Law and Practice” (Oxford
University Press). His works have been referenced in Hong Kong’s
Legislative Council and the Court of Appeal. He is on the roll of
solicitors in England & Wales and Hong Kong.
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Paul Kwan
Partner
Commercial Litigation, Deacons

Jeremy Lam
Partner
Financial Services, Deacons

Paul specialises in litigation and dispute resolution. He has
extensive experience in a broad range of litigation matters,
including company matters, banking disputes, shareholder
disputes, regulatory and investigatory matters, commercial fraud,
land title disputes, building management issues, landlord and
tenancy disputes, land resumption cases, contentious probate,
trusts, employment disputes and major commercial
cross-border litigation.

Jeremy is head of the financial services practice. He has over 20
years experience in the establishment of private funds as well as
the authorisation of retail funds for sale to the public in Hong Kong.

Paul often represents companies or shareholders in various
company, shareholder or contractual disputes, including crossborder disputes. He has acted as expert witness in Hong Kong law
in relation to foreign commercial disputes on a number
of occasions.
Paul regularly advises banks in relation to contentious matters
involving allegations of mis-selling of investment products, antimoney laundering issues, breach of mandate etc.
Paul also handles a wide range of commercial disputes including
sale of goods, agency and distributorship, mortgage action and
money lenders claims.

Jeremy also advises across a wide spectrum of regulatory matters
relevant to the asset management industry including establishment
and licensing with the SFC, regulatory compliance and marketing of
collective investment schemes.

Stefano Mariani
Counsel
Corporate Commercial, Deacons
Stefano heads the tax and trusts practice at Deacons. He has a
broad range of advisory and contentious tax experience, ranging
from corporate taxation and group reconstructions to personal
taxation and trusts and estate planning and management. He
advises on all matters of Hong Kong and international tax law,
including tax-efficient structuring and restructuring, property rates,
and tax appeals before the Board of Review, Lands Tribunal, and
the higher courts. His experience includes cross-border tax planning
and Double Taxation Treaty driven tax structuring.
Stefano further advises on all areas of Hong Kong and international
trusts, estate planning, and charities, including the drafting of trusts
instruments, restructuring of trusts structures, and trusts
dispute resolution.
He is a lecturer in revenue law at Hong Kong University, and a
regular contributor to legal and industry publications.
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Gill Elizabeth Meller
Legal and European Business Director
MTR Corporation Limited

Fiona Nott
Chief Executive Officer
The Women's Foundation Limited

Gill Elizabeth Meller, 44, has been the Legal and European
Business Director since 1 July 2016 and a Member of the Executive
Directorate since September 2011. She is responsible for the
provision of commercial legal support and advice to all aspects of
the Company’s business. Ms Meller is also responsible for managing
and overseeing the growth of the Company’s European Business,
in addition to her responsibility for the strategic management of
the Company’s insurance programmes and its governance and risk
management function.

Fiona was recently appointed to the position of Chief Executive
Officer of the Women’s Foundation in Hong Kong. A former Lawyer
and Company Secretary, Fiona also has extensive experience in
corporate governance and compliance having consulted to various
companies including AIA, AIG, Aviva, Chow Tai Fook Jewellery as well
as SMEs, start-ups and NGOs. In addition to her current role, she
is a non-executive director of Aesop Hong Kong Limited, Deputy
Chair of the Australian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong &
Macau and was Founder and Chair for the Australian Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong and Macau’s Women in Business Network.

Before assuming her current position, she was the Legal Director
& Secretary between September 2011 and June 2016. Ms Meller
joined the Company in August 2004 as Legal Adviser and became
Deputy Legal Director in December 2010. Before joining the
Company, she was Director of Legal Services for Metronet Rail
SSL Limited in London, the United Kingdom, and a solicitor at CMS
Cameron McKenna in London, the United Kingdom.
Ms Meller holds a Master of Arts degree in Geography from the
University of Oxford and obtained her postgraduate qualifications
in law from The College of Law in Guildford, both in the United
Kingdom. She is qualified to practise as a solicitor in Hong Kong and
England and Wales.
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Fiona Phillips
Associate General Counsel
RBWM Lead Lawyer Asia Pacific, HSBC
Fiona Phillips is HSBC’s Regional Lead Lawyer for the Retail Bank
in Asia Pacific, supporting a business which makes over US$4bn
profit. Her team covers 16 countries in Asia Pacific and supports the
Retail Bank on a wide range of issues, including the transformation
to Digital. Before moving to Hong Kong, Fiona spent four years with
HSBC in the Middle East and a year in London. Fiona trained at
Freshfields in the Restructuring and Insolvency team.
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Peter Reading
Legal Counsel
Equal Opportunities Commission, Hong Kong
Peter is an international human rights lawyer who has been
working in the field of human law and advocacy for 16 years in
the United Kingdom, Europe, Commonwealth countries, and most
recently in Hong Kong China.
Since November 2012, Peter has been working as Legal Counsel at
the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC) in Hong Kong. In his role
he has been leading the EOC’s Discrimination Law Review project
to modernise all the existing discrimination legislation in Hong
Kong relating to sex, disability, race and family status. He has also
been instrumental in the EOC’s legal work relating to promoting
equality for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI)
groups. This has included the work relating to introducing LGBTI
anti-discrimination legislation, the rights of cohabiting same sex
couples, as well as introducing gender recognition legislation for
transgender people.
Previously for 11 years Peter worked in London United Kingdom in
a number of human rights roles including at Amnesty International
UK; the Commission for Racial Equality as Principal Litigation Officer
and Head of European and International Legal Policy from 2005
to 2008; the Equality and Human Rights Commission as a Senior
Lawyer and Director of Legal Policy from 2008 to 2012; and at the
Commonwealth Secretariat in 2012 as a human rights consultant
on Commonwealth projects.
Since June 2015, Peter has also been a Member of the Executive
Committee of Amnesty International Hong Kong with responsibility
for overseeing the organisation’s human rights work.
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Fiona Stewart
Head of Claims ARS, Aon Asia
Director of Legal Services, Aon Hong Kong
Account Director, Essar Insurance Services Ltd
In May 2015, Fiona assumed formal responsibility for the role as
Head of Claims in Asia. Fiona provide claims counsel, advice &
strategy for any significant, complex or controversial claims directly
to clients or indirectly to clients in support of Aon Risk Solutions’
regional network. Fiona manages and provides guidance on claims
management & administration for ARS Asia’s regional network.
Fiona Stewart has the overall management responsibility for the
Hong Kong Law Society account. Fiona gained a law degree at
Oxford University and is a barrister admitted in the UK and Hong
Kong. She practised general civil litigation before working as legal
officer in Essar from 1992 to 1995. She re-joined Aon in 2006 as
a legal officer before becoming the Account Director of the Hong
Kong Law Society (HKLS) in 2007.
Fiona also has the overall management responsibility for HKLS.
She supervises the claims handling and administration function as
well as the broking services. She has also conducted a review of
HK Solicitors Scheme operations and claims handling procedures
to bring a more efficient service to the Scheme. Her claims
management duties include overseeing Panel Solicitors, reporting
to Claims Committee and Board, liaising with the HK Solicitors
Indemnity Fund’s (SIF) service providers and underwriters and she
deals with the HIH Scheme of Arrangement. She also oversees
the Reinsurance Programme for SIF including negotiations with
underwriters, drafting policies and reporting and advising SIF
Board, and providing data analysis to reinsurers and SIF Board. She
is a member of Hong Kong Law Society’s Professional Indemnity
Advisory Committee and various sub committees of SIF Board
considering amendments to the Rules.
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David Swain
Senior Associate
Intellectual Property, Deacons
David is a Senior Associate in Deacons’ Intellectual Property
Department. He joined Deacons in June 2014, having previously
trained and qualified at a large city firm in London, and is qualified
as a solicitor in both Hong Kong (2016) and England & Wales (2010).
He holds a Bachelor of Science (Hons) degree in Biochemistry
from Imperial College of University of London, England, a Master
of Science degree in Entrepreneurship, Science & Technology,
University of Nottingham, England and an LLB from The College
of Law, London, England. He also holds a Postgraduate diploma in
Intellectual Property Law and Practice from Oxford
University, England.
His practice involves working with clients on a range of noncontentious IP issues. His main focus is advising clients in relation
to commercial IP matters including complex licensing, assignment,
service, and distribution agreements, and the IP aspects of
corporate transactions (including IP due diligence).

John Timpany
Partner
Corporate Taxation, Hong Kong, KPMG Tax Limited
John has over 20 years of experience in KPMG’s tax practices in
Hong Kong and New Zealand. John’s work involves providing the
full range of tax assistance and advice to multinational companies
across the Asia Pacific region and beyond. A number of John’s
clients use Hong Kong as location for their head office and John
advises these organizations on managing their tax affairs regionally
and globally. This regularly entails the leadership of client teams for
specific projects and the provision of tax advisory and
compliance support
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His role involves advising on issues relevant to the establishment
and restructure of investment holding and operating structures for
companies operating in a diverse range of industries and countries.
He has extensive international merger and acquisition experience
and has played a major role in the provision of tax advice on
due diligence engagements, contract negotiation, transaction
restructuring and financing
John is experienced in advising clients in a wide variety of industries,
including, shipping, financial services, consumer markets,
telecommunications, real estate, transportation and logistics.

Annie Tsoi
Partner
Intellectual Property, Deacons
Annie is the co-head of Deacons, Intellectual Property Department
and Head of China IP Practice Group. She is qualified in Hong
Kong and England and Wales. She holds an LLB (Hons) from the
University of Hong Kong.
Annie has 20 years experience in advising on all aspects of
intellectual property work in China and on the unique challenges
arising from doing business there. Annie has advised many major
Hong Kong and international clients on strategic issues in China
relating to the protection, enforcement and commercial exploitation
of intellectual property rights and she represents some of the
world’s leading companies in the luxury goods, fashion, cosmetics,
hotels, entertainment, food and restaurants, advanced technology,
pharmaceutical, and electronics industries.
Annie has advised extensively on the IP aspects of acquisition
and restructuring of businesses including technology transfer,
licensing and cooperation issues, technology development and
improvement. Annie also advises on Internet-related regulations
and domain name disputes.
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Jonathan Witts
Head of Litigation & Legal Investigations
Asia Pacific, BNP Paribas
Jon is Head of Litigation & Legal Investigations, Asia-Pacific for the
BNP Paribas group. He has over 15 years’ experience, gained both
in private practice and in-house, advising financial institutions
on dispute resolution and investigations of a regulatory nature.
This includes advice on a broad range of litigation and arbitration
cases, as well as investigations and enforcement actions, often
of a complex and/or cross-border nature, by financial regulators,
and competition, corruption and criminal authorities. His current
responsibilities cover all areas of the bank group’s business – from
investment banking to private wealth management – in over a
dozen jurisdictions in the Asia Pacific region.
Jon read law at the University of Cambridge, and is qualified as a
solicitor in Hong Kong, a solicitor advocate in England & Wales, and
a CEDR-accredited mediator.

Mr Stephen Kai-yi Wong
Barrister
Privacy Commissioner, Hong Kong, China
Mr Stephen Wong joined the Attorney General’s Chambers of
the Hong Kong Government as a Crown Counsel in 1986. He was
seconded to the UN Human Rights Committee based in Geneva
and became the Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions in 1992.
Mr Wong later assumed the offices of Deputy Solicitor-General;
Founding Director of Berlin Economic and Trade Office; and
Secretary-General of the Hong Kong Law Reform Commission,
responsible for human rights; cross-boundary legal affairs; Basic
Law; legal policies; economic and trade affairs (Central and Eastern
Europe) and law reform. His fields of expertise also include
commercial law, arbitration law, intellectual property and
criminal law.

ABOUT DEACONS
Hong Kong’s Own World-Class Law Firm
We aim to understand our clients’ businesses and concerns, and tailor
advice to their needs.
As Hong Kong’s own world-class law firm, Deacons advises some of the world’s leading
companies, financial institutions and individuals in Hong Kong and the PRC, on their most
significant and complex matters. We combine a strong tradition of client service with
a pioneering, cosmopolitan outlook and offer the wide range of advice that you would
expect from Hong Kong’s leading independent law firm.
We are also Hong Kong’s oldest legal practice, established in 1851. Deacons’ culture
blends traditional client care with modern technology and working practices. Our lawyers
stay on top of market developments and regulatory changes across the region, in order
to provide relevant, practical and tailored advice.
Operating from our Hong Kong headquarters and three representative offices in
mainland China, we offer clients the benefit of our close relationships with Hong
Kong’s business community. Our contacts across the region mean that we can manage
multijurisdictional work throughout South East Asia and even further afield.
Deacons’ impressive track record has been noted by a host of international publications
and research agencies.
What really matters to us, however, is what our clients think. And they tell us that what
they appreciate most is our ability to understand their businesses and to act as ‘trusted
advisors’ in helping them to take crucial business decisions.
We hope that you too will appreciate the ‘Deacons difference’.

Mr Wong went to HKU, LSE, Harvard and Wharton. He was
appointed as the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data of Hong
Kong in August 2015.
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5th Floor, Alexandra House
18 Chater Road Central
Hong Kong

Please scan the QR code for live polling and Q&A.
Password: Deacons

Tel +852 2825 9211
Fax +852 2810 0431
E-mail: hongkong@deacons.com.hk
www.deacons.com.hk

